The present volume treats of the medicinal agents derived from the vegetable and animal kingdoms, arranged according to the natural system, commencing by those lowest in the scale of organization, and advancing to those of more perfect developement. It is unnecessary to remark the great superiority of this mode of arrangement over every other which could have been followed ; yet it is a fact not a little strange, that this work is almost the only one in our language in which the natural classification has been adopted, and followed out in all its details. The late Avorks on the same subject have in general failed to bring up the science to the level of the present day; but Mr Pereira's work has fully supplied this defect; and whether the minuteness and accuracy of the details, or the quantity and value of the information be considered, it must be regarded as the most valuable work on the Materia Medica which has yet appeared in this country. A lengthened description is given of the Cinchonas, which are divided by the author into two great classes, true and false cinchonas.
The true cinchona barks he divides into two sections ; ls?, those with a brown epidermis, including three varieties or species, the gray or pale, the yellow, and the red cinchonas; and 2d, those with a whitish epidermis, including also three varieties, the gray or pale, the yellow, and the red.
To the pale or gray cinchonas of the first section belong the crown bark, the product of the Cinchona Condaminea ; the gray or silver bark, that of the C. micrantha ; the ash bark, that of the C. ovata; and rusty bark, the product of the C. purpurea. 
